Report of Work 2009
2009 saw the continuation of our project around media ownership and regulation. As in 2008 this was in addition to our work around public service broadcasting, responding to various consultations by the DCMS and its Select Committee, Ofcom and the BBC, as well as engaging in general campaigning activities in support of journalism and media freedom. This last activity was more important than ever, since the year saw a sharpening in the crisis in journalism and in the media sector in general, with hundreds of jobs lost in local, regional and national media, further cutbacks in ITV’s public service broadcasting activities, along with continuing attacks on the BBC and the licence fee, including threats of top slicing to fund non BBC activities. The worsening crisis in journalism was the theme of our conference in London on 31 October (see Granville’s report below).

Granville Williams, project co-ordinator, writes: The main activities associated with the project in 2009 were the last of three seminars, to clarify CPBF policies on the issues involved, held on 27 April 2009 in London. A conference organiser, Kathryn Johnson, was also appointed. The structure of and speakers at the Media For All conference, held on 31 October at the College of Pharmacy in London, was a regular item at National Council meetings and a section of the website was set aside for the conference, from which papers may still be downloaded. A draft conference policy document was discussed and agreed at a special National Council meeting on 14 September. There were several outstanding speakers and high-quality panels, and the response of those attending was very positive. The September/October edition of Free Press (172) contained a full conference report, ‘It’s crunch time for journalism’ by Tim Gopsill. In addition Kathryn Johnson, the conference organiser, reviewed the pre-conference meeting ‘The miners’ strike and politics today, in the Ken Loach film Which Side Are You On? was screened. 
Related to the Media Ownership project was the production Embedded with the Bankers, devised and researched by Dave Rogers and performed by Banner Theatre. After an initial meeting in the spring it was decided that the focus for the production should be on the failure of the media to warn the public about the financial crisis. The premiere for the production was at the College of Pharmacy, with two performances on the evening of 30 October, and during lunchtime on 31 October. Banner subsequently performed at the NUJ conference in Southport on 21 November. The production was well received at all these events.
Shafted
Granvillle Williams, editor, writes: As trailed in last year’s report of work, we published Shafted in March 2009, to coincide with the 25th anniversary of the miners’ strike. The book and the activities associated with it gave the CPBF the opportunity to raise its profile in a number of ways. I want to thank all those who contributed chapters and supported the project.

We had publicity and book sales at a number of academic conferences and at the MeCCSA Conference held in Bradford on 15 January there was a panel discussion entitled ‘Which Side Were You On?’, in which Granville Williams and Julian Petley participated. 
The book launch, supported by Leeds NUJ and Yorkshire and Humber TUC, at the West Yorkshire Playhouse Leeds on 12 March, was very successful. Other events in Yorkshire included book sales at the Sheffield Showroom in association with a series of films on coal mining and at the Crucible theatre when the play The Enemy Within was performed on 20 December. We also had very successful sales at the South Yorkshire Festival, Wortley Hall in July and the Ilkley Literary Festival in October. I want to thank Michael Bailey, Pete Lazenby, his wife Joan, Andrew Turner, his wife Sue, and Adam Christie who all helped with sales and support in Yorkshire. In London we sold books at Maggie’s End on 8 April. There was also an event at Bookmarks, at which speakers included Paul Mackney and Ken Loach. 

On Friday 30 October at the pre-conference public meeting mentioned above, the book was again promoted. Speakers at the event included Tony Benn, Guardian journalist Paul Lewis and US journalist John Nichols. Other successful meetings included Birmingham Trades Council in September and the Working Class Library and Museum, Salford in November. An appeal raised £1800 towards the cost of publishing the book and by the end of 2009 sales had raised £9.820.00 (gross, see 2009 accounts). Sales in the first quarter of 2010 amounted to a further £732.00.
As in previous years we have spent considerable time and effort in responding to numerous consultations on aspects of media policy. Although our responses may all be found on the CPBF web site, it is worth highlighting a few and to thank those National Council members who led our responses. These include the DCMS Select Committee inquiries into privacy and the role of the PCC (January 2009) and into sustainable independent and impartial news in the Nations, locally and in the regions (June 2009);  the PCC Governance Review (January 2010); the Justice Department’s consultation on  the designation of additional public bodies under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (July 2009); the DCMS review of  Digital Britain (September 2009); the DCMS consultations of the Audio Visual Media Services Directive (November 2009) and  product placement (November 2009).  However, time pressures and lack of resources meant that we were not able to respond to all the consultations we would have wished, and we regret that this also applies to our activities in 2010.

Other activities
In addition to working with our affiliates, we continue to work alongside other groups such as the VLV (Voice of the Listener and Viewer), and the Citizens Coalition for Public Service Broadcasting (CCPSB), Statewatch, the Alliance for Lobbying Transparency, the Corporate Europe Observatory (CEO) the European Federation of Journalists/International Federation of Journalists, the Media Standards Trust, the Campaign for Freedom of Information, MeCSSA (Media, Communications and Cultural Studies Association), the UNESCO Freedom of Expression Working Group and the Coalition for Cultural Diversity, 38 Degrees, Compass, Index on Censorship, and numerous parliamentary contacts in both the House of Commons and Lords.

Thanks to the considerable efforts of Neil Gerrard, the former MP for Walthamstow, a delegation from the Campaign met Sion Simon MP, a junior minister at the DCMS, on 6 October. The main issue raised was that of product placement, and the meeting was reported in the September/October edition of Free Press (172). We also campaigned against the top slicing of the BBC licence fee, the use of anti-terror laws against photographers, and BSkyB’s 17.9% stake in ITV, as well as contributing to debates about the future of Channel Four. Towards the end of 2009 the national council invited Gary Herman to continue to investigate the possibility of the Campaign operating Radio Freepress, an internet radio service. An outline was approved at the January 2010 national council meeting and Gary is currently seeking funding.

On the CPBF web site (www.cpbf.org.uk ) Gary Herman writes: The Campaign website is in good health. In purely statistical terms, traffic has sustained the level it reached towards the end of last year. Since we started measuring in November 2001, unique visitors have averaged 755 a month, with 1205 page impressions a month. This translates into 25 and 40 respectively per day, with a page-to-visitor ratio of 1.6. In the last year, the corresponding figures have been 972 visits/month, 2150 page impressions/month, 32 visits/day, 72 page impressions/day and a page-to-visitor ratio of 2.25 – and that despite some pretty bad months (and problems with recording the statistics) from June to September 2009. The turning point was undoubtedly the conference last year, since when visitor figures have exceeded 1100 every month. Our best month so far was March this year, when coverage of the campaign against BBC cuts, the publication of the Media Manifesto, the introduction of a Freepress download area, and the uploading of documents from the conference combined to swell our visitor figures to 1714 and page impressions to 4374. The clear message is that we must keep the website as a major resource in popular campaigns and our publishing efforts.

Proposals to add internet radio to the site have so far made little progress, due mainly to pressure of work, but we have identified possible funding sources such as the Barry Amiel and Norman Melburn Trust, the Joseph Rowntree Reform Trust, the Andrew Wainwright Reform Trust and the Lipman-Miliband Trust. Applications will be prepared for some or all of these as soon as is practically possible.

With Tim Gopsill now taking over much of the work of editing and managing the site (along with Free Press) we should begin to see further growth. But this is a job that needs dedication and co-ordination. Websites do nothing if they are seen as ‘bolt-ons’ to the main business of communication. Increasingly (and particularly within the media), they are the main business of communication.

In conclusion, our mailing list has grown in parallel with web traffic. It now has 546 members, many of whom are important contacts for our work. The quality of mailing list members needs some attention - there are plenty of people whose names should be on the list but aren't. In this context, we should take more effort to produce regular Campaign Action News Bulletins and to publicise the bulletin within the site itself, Free Press and other CPBF fora.

Finally

As in previous year’s report, it is again sad to note that acts of violence, kidnapping and murder of journalists continue, and that journalism remains acutely dangerous. According to a report from the International Federation of Journalists published at the start of 2010; ‘2009 was another year of grief and mourning for people in the media with a total of 139 deaths across the globe’. Of these, some 113 were targeted killings by gangsters, religious extremists and soldiers under reckless military command. The impunity in killing of media workers and the political indifference to censorship by violence is an international scandal that rarely gets noticed. We should never forget the high price some have paid so that we can be kept informed.
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